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New Development

GVIA - The Gatalyst For Malaysia's
Border Trade Growth

Northern Corridor Implementation Authority (NCIA), Malaysia

claysia is an ideal investment destination
M for innovation-based, knowledge-intensive

investments within high-growth and high-
value sectors. With the reopening of international
bordets, the Northern Corridor Economic Region
(NCER) continues to attract strategic partners to
invest in the region via various investment incentives
and world-class facilitation.

The region’s economic growth and fransformation
is driven through various initiatives led by the
Northem Corridor Implementation Authority (NCIA).
Established in 2008 as a Federal Government
agency, NCIA catalyses and implements high value-
added development projects and human capital
development programmes as well as efforts fo
accelerate private sector participation in the region.

NCER is one of the regions identified for the
promotion of balanced and equitable national
economic development. It covers the four northern
states of Peninsular Malaysia - Perlis, Kedah, Penang
and Perak. As aregion, NCER offers potential investors
with an established ecosystem, strong public-private
partnerships, and aftractive fiscal incentives.

The region not only boasts of excellent
infrastructure such as road connectivity, airports,
seaports and inland ports, but it also offers potential
marrket access to approximately 3 billion people in
Southeast Asia, China and India.

CVIA - A High Impact Strategic
Project

Located in Perlis, the northern-most state in
Peninsular Malaysia, the Chuping Valley Industrial
Area (CVIA) was conceptualised to support
Malaysia’s sustainable development and
environmental agenda through viable technology-
based projects as the key enabler. NCIA and the
Perlis state government, in close dffiliation with the
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Malaysian Investment Development Authority (MIDA),
are collaboratively developing the industrial park.

Chief Executive of NCIA, Mr. Mohamad Haris Kader
Sultan, said CVIA is a game changer for NCER and
an economic catalyst fo nurture high fechnology
industries to employ skilled and semi-skilled workers,
encouraging competitiveness and creating social
inclusiveness.

“Established to co-exist as a sustainable model
and as part of a mutually beneficial network
with industries, relevant supporting functions and
dlso institutions of higher learning, CVIA will be
able to complement and maximise its potentials
and opportunities arising from the surrounding
developments”, added Mr Haris.

The development of CVIA is guided by the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the
United Nations (UN); as well as compliance with
Standards of Environment, Social and Govermnance
(ESG). In terms of the Environmental aspect, the
development of CVIA is in accordance with the
guidelines and specifications of the Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) report which has been
approved by the Department of Environment (DOE)
under the Ministry of Environment and Water.

Talent Development and Supply

To strengthen the indusiry ecosystem, especially
to develop local talents for high end-jobs to
reduce dependency on foreign workers, NCIA has
established the NCER Technology Innovation Centre
(NTIC) located in Penang.

NTIC is a newly developed initiative under NCIA
to meet the industry needs in supporting activities
relating to research, design, fechnology, innovation,
commercidlization, and the development of high-
skilled local talents in NCER. The goal is fo create a
vibrant R&D ecosystem together with comprehensive



Chuping Valley

Industrial Area [CVIA)
- Development of 1,215 ha fo fransform
Perlis into high-income

o generate 12,500 jobs
f RM2.58 bil.

- Development of 2022 ha inland port to
overcome nail bottienecks and
capture franshipment opporfunifies

Chuping Agro Valley

- Implementation of Agribusiness
Initiatives such as superfrults, cash
crops, integrated dairy farms and
agrotourism via the Anchor
Company model

Padang Besar Seniral

Phase 1 will focus on the preparation of
feasibility study

technology and engineering support as well as a
consistent supply of high-skilled talents.

To further strengthen and develop high-skilled
talent in NCER, a Memorandum of Collaboration
(MOC) between NCIA and Universiti Kuala Lumpur
(UniKL) was signed in early October to further
strengthen the talent and ecosystemn development
in NCER through NTIC initiative and Advanced
Technology Meister Program (ATMP).

As the development of local talent plays a
strategic role in creating a holistic and sustainable
ecosystern, the existence of Universiti Malaysia Perlis
(UniMAP) next door to CVIA and University Utara
Malaysia (UUM) situated in nearby state Kedah, fits
this requirement best in terms of providing high skilled
technical falent as well as business management
talent to meet the industry’s needs.

Being located so close to CVIA, UNIMAP thus plays
a key role in meeting the talent supply needs of
the industry by conducting courses tailor-made
for the development and enhancing of skills and
knowledge needed by local talents fo participate
and confribute fo CVIA,

(3]
o Arau

Kangar

Padang Besar

(2]

Chuping g
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Kuala Perlis
Passenger Terminal

- Development of a new Kuaia Perlis
Passenger Terminal to resolve issues
faced by the current ferminal, such as
dredging, efc.

* Phase 1 will focus on the preparation
of feasibility study

Kota Raja
Development

Kota Raja Development plan to study
the economic potential of the
Kangar-Arau-Pauh areas to spur
Perlis’ economic growth

Also located nearby is Universiti Teknologi Mara
(UITM) Perlis branch which provides courses in
Engineering, Manufacturing, Electronics and
Automation thereby further increasing the quality of
talent in Perlis.

With the local institutions of higher learning
producing quadality talents, the industry will then
be able to apply and promote the latest high
technology solutions involving Industrial Revolution

4.0 (IR4.0) and Internet of Things (loT) in CVIA which
will entail an influx of high-income job opportunities
for knowledge workers over the next few years.

Strategically Located

CVIA will play an essential role in elevating the
cross-border trade between Malaysia and Thailand
in particular, and Southeast Asia in general. At the
same time, already under construction, is the Perlis
Inland Port (PIP) which will capture the container
outflow from South Thailand. PIP will provide an
infegrated / intermodal logistics services for CVIA
investors.



New Development

PIP will enhance the logistics network from the Thai
border to Penang Port and will boost the integrated
development in the Lembah Chuping area that
encompasses CVIA and Chuping Agro Valley (CAV).

CVIA will complement the regional cooperation
of the Indonesia-Malaysia-Thailand Growth Triangle
(IMT-GT) by leveraging on the trade and economic
ties between Malaysia and Thailand, given its
strategic location at the border.

Potential for the Logistics Industry

The NCER logistics sector has proved resilient due
o the increase in e-commerce and digitalization of
the economy resulting in cross border frade growth,
post-pandemic.,

"We welcome investments from all around the
world fo leverage on CVIA's strategic position as a
regional border frade industrial hub complimented
by high impact strategic infrastructure such as PIP
and Penang Port in the North. These two logistics
infrastructures are key in improving Malaysia's GDP
and frade balance by providing connectivity with
countries such as Thailand and China. It is thus
an attractive proposition to the logistics sector to
take this opportunity to leverage on the strategic
infrastructure and investment incentives that NCER
has to offer”, said NCIA's Chief Executive, Mohamad
Haris Kader Sultan.

In supporting Perlis Inland Port (PIP) fo boost the
trade value between Madlaysia and Thailand, Universiti
Kuala Lumpur Asia Sustainable Transportation Centre
(UniKL ASTI) has also been outlined as one of the
important project components to spearhead the
development of the state’s economy and one of
the key players in the area of transportation and
logistics.

PIR, support infrastructure and UniKL ASTI will involve
a (gross) development value (GDV) of almost RM2
billion. PIP is expected to disperse cargo movement
between Malaysia and Thailand, which is valued at

-
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USS$20 billion, and escalate the Malaysia-Thailand
and China- Laos cross-border cargo services that
form the Pan Asian Railway Network.

Investor Friendly Facilities and
Services

For investors seeking to invest in CVIA, NCIA
together with other Federal and State government
agencies provide end-to-end facilitation, including
advisory services, initiation of discussions with
relevant stakeholders regarding land matters, falent
availability, and engagement with relevant state
and federal authorities.

Given that the state-of-the-art CVIA Integrated
Business Centre (IBC) is now complete, potential
investors can leverage upon the facility as an
incubation space, utilising it as potential fransit
offices and terporary, short-term accommodation.
Ultimately, investors are welcome to utilise the IBC
as a launchpad for their business and operational
activities.

To encourage entrepreneurship and private sector
involvement in the State’s economic development
activities, NCIA has atfracted and established smart
cooperation with several companies that will operate
in the state of Perlis. Public-private partnerships (PPP)
such as these are crucial in boosting Malaysia’s
economy and propelling the industrial sector’s
development as the world is gripped by economic
uncertainties leading to a slowdown in the global
economy. The collaboration utilises this unique
opportunity for innovation and improvement in the
R&D and high-technology industries ensuring better
value for the investor.

To that end, NCIA welcomes potential investors to
consider CVIA and NCER as a strategic investment
destination with high-returns potential and an
opportunity to partner with us in building a resilient
and robust economy in the North,



PIP: AN IMPORTANT LINK TO THE INTERNATIONAL FREIGHT
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